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Making decent housing a mater of conscience and action

A large crowd turned
out for the dedication A
of the Zollman 1
family’s new home
in Collierstown.
It was built on land
the Zollman family

%
i

itself owned and NN ‘} I

gave to Habitat.

Zollman home dedicated in Collierstown

A dream comes true

daughters, Trinity and Maria, were

beaming as their new home on
Heritage Knoll Drive was dedicated on
March?7. Even the weather cooperated, for
a change, offering sunny skies and a soft
breeze that ruffled the hair of the crowd
assembled on the hilltop location that af-
fords stunning views of the surrounding
countryside.

The well and septic system for the

home were installed in August, 2009,

B en and Michelle Zollman and their

Nothin’ Fancy Concert
Saturday; June 27, 7:30 p.m.
at Lime Kiln
AL
Tickets only $25
Call 463-7088 today
to reserve yours.

Proceeds support building Habitat homes
for local families.

>rD

and construction began in earnest in
October. Severe winter weather was a
challenge and caused some delays, but
building crews remained undaunted and
completed construction in time for the
dedication. The Zollmans expected to
close on the house at the end of March
and look forward to settling into their
new home.

“Having a house at this location has
been a dream of mine since I was ten years
old,” said Ben Zollman. “This is a dream
come true.”

The couple devoted 400 hours of sweat
equity in the process. “We worked on
three houses before ours,” Ben said. “We
started in May of last year in Buena Vista,
then worked on a home in Glasgow, then
went to another house in Buena Vista
before we started work on our house. You
couldn’t ask for a better teacher or con-
tractor than Joe or Kelly.”

“We've learned a lot from them,” Mi-
chelle agreed. Other than the weather, she
said the only problem they encountered
was, “We hit a lot of rock.”

(cont’d on page 2)
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the volunteer staff.

s the new chairman of the Rockbridge Area Habitat for

Humanity, I'd like to extend my greetings to the Rockbridge

County Community. After | retired from the Federal gov-
ernment in 2006, my wife, Kathy, and | moved from Maryland to
Rockbridge County. We both agree that the move to the county is
one of the best things we’ve ever done.

| always told myself that | would get involved with Habitat for

Humanity after retirement. Less than a month after our arrival, | was
helping to build four houses in Glasgow, and Kathy became a volun-
teer at the Lexington Habitat Store where she continues as part of

In the intervening years, I've continued to help build houses as

from
the Chair

part of the St. Patrick’s Habitat Teamand have served as a member
of the Building and Land Committee, which helps locate building
sites and monitor house construction, and as Habitat’s coordinator

with Rockbridge County High School’s building trades’ project to construct a new Habitat
house each year. I've also become a member of Habitat’s Board of Directors. As a result,
I've developed a fairly good understanding of the many ways Habitat functions to help
provide safe and affordable housing in the county. In this and future Homesteaders, | will
share some of my experiences to help give a better understanding of Habitat for Human-

ity in Rockbridge County.

Building safe and affordable homes for residents of Rockbridge County has been, is, and
will continue to be a countywide effort involving hundreds of volunteers, churches, service
organizations, businesses, and local and out-of-state high schools and universities. Since 1989,
Rockbridge Area Habitat has built forty-four houses in the county, with seventeen built in the
last four years. I'd like to thank all those who have given their time, skills, and money to sup-
port the effort—especially during the current recession. With your continued support, | have
every reason to believe our Habitat will continue to build at least four homes a year:

— Jim Kvach

(Zollman dedication, cont’d from page 1)

Their favorite part about the new home?
“More space,” said Michelle. “The view;”
Ben added.

Habitat representatives Tim Gilbert, Kel-
ly Wallace, Alice Waddell, and Jim Kvach
and the Rev: Skip Hastings of Collierstown
Presbyterian Church made brief presenta-
tions, dedicating the home, and thanking
the volunteers and supporters who had
contributed to building the house. Many of
Ben and Michelle Zollman’s family mem-
bers attended the dedication, as did con-
gregants from participating churches.

This is the second Energy-Star home
Habitat has built in the county It was the
first built to Energy-Star standards and cer-
tified by a third-party Energy-Star inspec-
tor. As an Energy-Star certifed home, all
appliances and fixtures are energy efficient
and the house envelope is very tight, which

will lead to having to use less energy and
lower utility bills for the Zollmans.

The Zollman home represents the 2009
Disciples Build by local churches, which
include Collierstown Presbyterian, Seventh
Day Adventist, Lexington Presbyterian, St.
Patrick’s Catholic, and R. E. Lee Memorial
Episcopal Churches.

As with the last several Habitat homes,
Joe Reinhardt and Kelly Wallace led con-
struction. One hundred twenty-five volun-
teers—mostly from the Disciples Build and
the Zollman family —contributed 1,350
hours to construction of the home.

In addition to donations from area
church congregations, signifcant support for
the Zollman home was provided by Spencer
Home Center, the Cy Twombly Foundation,
James and Karen Pannabecker, and scores of
local donors. Additional funds were provid-
ed by state and national government pro-
grams. This was truly a collaborative effort.
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Habitat volunteers give—and receive

Best days on the job

im Garber believes in giving back to the

community. But when the semi-retired

mason volunteered to help with two
recent Habitat building projects, he never
dreamed the community would give some-
thing back to him.

Working with the students who partici-
pated in this year’s Collegiate Challenge
... restored my faith in American youth,”
Garber says. “Those kids worked. They
worked hard all day; kept busy, and they
didn’t whine and complain. I've been a
mason for forty-four years, and the time I
spent working with Habitat were some of
the best days on the job in my career.”

Garber and his friend David Hall, a
mason apprentice who lives in Buchanan,
became involved with Rockbridge Area
Habitat through the Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church in Buena Vista. Along with a
group of eighteen to twenty volunteers
from the church, they performed masonry
and interior work on the recently dedicat-
ed Zollman house in Collierstown. Garber
and Hall plan to continue their work with
Habitat. Next they will build the founda-
tion for the current high-school-build
house when it is moved to its permanent
location in May.

“We're not put on earth just to accumu-
late material possessions,” Garber ob-
served. “I believe we’re meant to help oth-
ers. This gave me a chance to help young
kids who can’t get a conventional loan.
I think everyone benefits from commu-
nity service.”

Making a difference in the community
is important to both Garber and Hall. Gar-
ber was searching for a community-service
project he could do through his church,
but many of the service projects involved
traveling to foreign countries. The Rock-
bridge Area Habitat Disciples Build was a
perfect opportunity for him to contribute
his knowledge and skills to beneft local
people.

David Halls commitment to the project
meant he had to drive from his job in Ellis-
ton, south of Roanoke, and then to the Col-
lierstown building site each evening after

David Hall and Jim Garber

work. After working on the Habitat house,
the father of three then had to drive home

to Buchanan. His enthusiasm and support
of the project never wavered, however.

Its Jim’s fault I got involved with
this,” he joked. “We were trying to come
up with ideas for how to reach out to the
community and this seemed a good way
to do it. It was a lot of fun. I enjoy my
trade, and I enjoyed working with Joe,
Kelly; and the kids. I'd recommend the
experience to anyone,” he added. “Its
very satisfying work, and its a way to
affect one family at a time.

You must
work —we must
all work to
make the world
worthy of its
children.

— Pablo Casals
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SHOP FOR YOURSELF
WHILE BUILDING
FOR OTHERS

Supp

hen the Habitat banner —shown
above —goes up over Main Street,
store managers Jane Ann Wells

and Michael Lonergan know to expect an
increase in donations. They respond to the
increased demand for pickups in a timely
fashion, since Assistant Manager Forrest
Wheelock came on board last August.
Whats more, the purchase last summer

of a reliable sixteen-foot box truck with a
lift makes it even easier for Habitat staff

to gather donations of all shapes and sizes
from the area residents.

ort the stores

Good stuff, good prices, great cause

Based at the Buena Vista ReStore,
Wheelock schedules pickups as need-
ed for both stores. With each pickup,
he leaves a packet of Habitat merchan-
dizing materials, including refrigera-
tor magnets, with the donor. Plans are
underway to include spring-cleaning
tips and packages of seeds in the
handouts.

As an additional service, buyers can
arrange for delivery of their goods pur-
chased atboth Habitat store for only
$25.00.

Habitat is a
helping hand.
Itisnota
handout.

— Jim Kvach

Did you know that every
dollar of sales at ReStores diverts on
average |.3 pounds of
material from landfills?

In 2009, | |15 tons of material were
diverted from our landfill.

.

A Collegiate Challenge group of students from Saint Francis University in

Loreto, PA, arrived in early March and worked on the Zollman house in
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Collierstown. (See page 1.)

Store hours and locations

Habitat ReSale Store
114 Walker Street
Lexington, VA
464-4663
Mon—Fri, 10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Sat, 10 am.—1 p.m.

Habitat ReStore
399 East 29th Street
Buena Vista, VA
261-5042
Tues—Thurs, 10 a.m.—6 p.m.
Fri—Sat, 9 am.—4 p.m.
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261-5042

Taxes got you down?
We have a break for you, but only if you act before June 30*

Habitat, you will receive a $1,000 Vir-

ginia tax credit. Any contribution over
$500 will be awarded a tax credit equal to
forty percent of the additional amount.
You can use these tax credits to offset any
state-tax liabilities you may have, and you
are still eligible for any federal-tax deduc-
tions accruing from your contribution.

Generous financial support from
people like you have allowed Rock-
bridge Area Habitat to build forty-four
homes for hard-working area families.
More than seventy-five children now
have permanent homes with their own
bedrooms where they sleep safely every
night. Their parents will tell you that
having a home of their own provides
an unparalleled degree of security and

I f you make a contribution of $2,500 to

stability that offers a springboard to the
family’s success in school and work.

Habitat homeowners take pride in their
homes. They pay taxes to the local juris-
dictions, and make monthly payments to
Rockbridge Habitat for their no-interest,
no-proft mortgages. These payments are
then recycled to help cover the costs of
new Rockbridge Habitat partner homes.

If you would like to take advantage of this
opportunity, or if you have any questions
about this offer, contact Tim Welsh, Develop-
ment Commitee Chairman, at 464-1008, or
call or e-mail Executive Director Dan Walz at
463-3770; dan.habitat@rockbridge.net.

*These credits will be given on a first-come,
first-serve basis, so it’s important that you
make your contribution right away to secure

’

v

your share of the tax credits.

Sunny MacDonald
seems to have her
eyes on this
wonderful dollhouse
already. Parents,
grandparents, aunts,
and uncles be on the
alert. The develop-
ment committee is
restoring this doll-
sized, turn-of-the-
century farmhouse
for the big auction
on April 16. See
page 8 for full details
on how to get in on
the action. Better
make your reserva-
tion now.
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Lef to right:
Jim Kovach,
Kurt Bennett,
Mac Felts,
Dan Walz, and
Jon Hannah
admire the
high-school-build
house intended
for Chasity
Douglas.

State Farm earmarks $10,000

RCHS housebuilders learn skills

new home, and as seniors they added

Public Relations Consultant and local the roof, floors, electricity plumbing, and

MEANS COMMUNITY

TEAM EFFORT J on Hannah, State Farm’s Mid-Atlantic

Home is
where one

starts from.

—T.S. Eliot
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agent Mac Felts met with Habitat Board
Chairman Jim Kvach, Executive Direc-
tor Dan Walz, and Resource Development
Coordinator Valerie McConnell at RCHS on
March 5 to present a donation of $10,000 to
the RCHS / Habitat home-building program.

Building Trades instructor Kurt Bennett
remarked, “We are very grateful to State
Farm for helping us continue this type of
education. Without Habitat and the com-
munity’s support, the local school district
would not be able to undertake a project of
this scope and significance. Our students at
RCHS get the very best building-trades edu-
cation available because of this joint effort.”

“We are proud to be part of the Rock-
bridge Area Habitat’s Youth Programs,” said
Felts. “We toured the home the high school
seniors have recently finished, and it is a
very well-constructed home. It is energy ef-
ficient and built above code. We are proud to
help RCHS students in their building-trades
education and to also assist a deserving
family to move into a quality home they can
afford.”

RCHS students have built six Habitat
homes, under the enthusiastic guidance of
program director and teacher Kurt Bennett
and with the support of principal Jennifer
Weaver. Last years junior class framed a

more to complete the home. The house
will be moved to its permanent location in
Buena Vista this May:

The popularity of the class is spreading:
in 2009, students from Parry McCluer High
School in Buena Vista traveled to RCHS and
installed the HVAC system in that year’s
high-school-build house. Discussions are
underway to explore ways the two schools
can cooperate on future projects.

Habitat buys the building materi-
als from local businesses. Bennett and
journey-level tradesmen teach students
the most current skills of the trade as
they build a house from the ground up.
Building houses gives students knowl-
edge and experience that can help later
in life. For some, the class provides even
more —an invaluable springboard to a
profession as carpenter, electrician, or
plumber. What’s more, the class gives
students the opportunity to gain a sense
of service to the Rockbridge community,
a feeling of personal accomplishment,
and the knowledge that their hard work
and dedication have resulted in some-
thing tangible —a new home for a de-
serving, hardworking local family.

(cont’d on page 7)



